
AMULSAR
PROJECT

Responsible Mining
Sustainable Development

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

How	did	Lydian	come	to	Armenia	and	how	did	
it	start	Amulsar	exploration?

Amulsar	 is	 a	 new	 gold	 deposit	 discovered	 by	
Lydian	 International.	 In	2005	British	and	Armenian	
geologists	 started	 joint	 initial	 exploration	 activities
and	 only	 3	 years	 later,	 in	 2008,	 it	 was	 possible	 to	
demonstrate	 the	 existence	 of	 a	 gold	 and	 silver	
mineral	 resource	 in	 compliance	 with	 international
requirements	 and	 take	 the	 project	 into	 Toronto	
Stock	Exchange	in	order	to	raise	�inancing	for	further
exploration	and	now	development.	

Why	does	a	“foreign”	company	extract	gold	in	
Armenia?

Most	 of	 the	 developed	 and	 developing	 countries	
have	local	and	foreign	private	or	listed	companies	in
the	mining	industry.	Developing	a	new	mine	requires
large	amounts	of	capital	to	explore	and	build	a	mine.
So	the	companies	have	to	go	the	international	capital	
markets	to	raise	the	�inance.	It	is	also	vital	to	involve	
specialists 	 with	 experience. 	 Because	 large	
investments	 and	 professional	 expertise	 is	 needed
from	the	very	beginning,	 the	governments	prefer	 to	
attract	 corporate	 investments	 backed	 by	 strong	
private	investors	in	this	sector.
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Why	 is	 the	 company	 registered	 in	 the	 offshore	
zone	and	how	is	it	going	to	pay	taxes	in	Armenia?

Lydian	 is	 a	 resident	 company	 in	 Jersey,	 and	 its	
shares	 trade	 on	 the	 Toronto	 Stock	 Exchange.	 Lydian	
is	 registered	 and	 subject	 to	 the	 Jersey	 Financial	
Services	 Commission,	 which	 maintains	 publically	
accessible	 records.	 Likewise,	 Lydian	 is	 subject	 to	 the	
rules	 and	 regulations	 of	 the	Toronto	 Stock	Exchange
and	 the	 Ontario	 Securities	 Commission,	 both	 of	
which	 require	 signi�icant	 public	 disclosure	 of	
information.	Jersey	is	a	convenient	domicile	for	many
corporations	as	it	offers	a	more	simpli�ied	tax	regime
to	 other	 countries	 such	 as	 the	 UK,	 and	 Canada.	
However,	 this	has	nothing	 to	do	with	 the	 taxes	 to	be	
paid	 in	 Armenia	 on	 the	 income	 expected	 to	 be	
generated	 by	 Amulsar.	 The	 mine	 license	 belongs	
to 	 Lydian's 	 subsidiary 	 Lydian	 Armenia , 	 an	
Armenian 	 l ega l 	 en t i ty. 	 Lyd ian 	 Armenia 	 i s	
completely	 subject	 to	 and	 will	 pay	 all	 taxes	 and	
royal t ies 	 according 	 to 	 Armenian 	 laws 	 and	
regulations. 	 	 This	 is 	 not	 affected	 by	 where	
Lydian	is	domiciled.	Moreover,	according	to	Armenian	
legislation	even	company	foreign	employees	working
in	Armenia	pay	taxes	in	Armenia.	Geoteam	is	expected
to	 be	 among	 top	 5	 taxpayers	 in	 Armenia	 when	
the	operation	starts.

What	will	the	country	and	the	communities	gain?

Amulsar	project	will	provide	around	700	direct	 jobs	
during	 the	 operation.	 During	 the	 two	 years	 of	
construction	 overall	 jobs	 will	 peak	 at	 about	 1.300.	
According	to	some	independent	estimates	each	direct	
job	provides	more	than	6	indirect	jobs	in	the	mining	
sector.	 This	 means	 that	 during	 mine	 extraction	
there	 will	 be	 many	 stable	 income	 opportunities	
for	 thousands	 of	 people	 from	 nearby	 communities.	
During	 the	 mine	 construction	 around	 $370	 million
will	be	 invested	 into	 the	project.	We	expect	 about	2	
years	 for	 construction	 and	 then	 at	 least	 10	 years	 of	
operation,	 which	 will	 create	 a	 number	 of	 business	
opportunities	 on	 top	 of	 direct	 employment	 and	 pay	
tens	of	million	dollars	of	taxes	and	royalties	annually.	
Besides,	 already	 today	 the	 nearby	 communities	 get	
nearly	$1	million	annually	from	the	Company	in	land	
rent	payments.		Despite	 the	popular	 belief,	 in	mining	
sector	 a	 large	 part	 of	 revenues	 go	 neither	 to	
companies	 nor	 shareholders.	 According	 to	 ICMM	
report	 50-65%	 of	 mining	 production	 all	 over	 the	
world	 are	 operational	 and	 capital	 expenses,	 a	
signi�icant	part	of	which	 is	spent	 inside	 the	country.	
Around15-20%	 is	 taxes	 and	 other	 payments.	
On	average	10-20%	are	salaries,	a	signi�icant	part	of	
which	also	stays	inside	the	country.	

What	are	Lydian	Armenia's	Social	Projects	in	the	
communities	aimed	at?

Our	 social	 projects	 are	 not	 charity,	 but	 partnerships
with	 the	 communities	 for	 creating	 shared	 values	
that	 will	 secure	 sustainable	 development.	 We	 are	
investing	 into	 infrastructure	 such	 as	 roads,	 water	
pipes,	 gas	 supply,	 as	 part	 of	 facilitating	 the	 social-
economic	 life	 of	 the	 communities.	 Our	 investments
in	 agriculture,	 livestock,	 education	 etc.	 intend	 to	
create 	 susta inable 	 economic 	 base 	 for 	 the	
development	of	communities	even	after	the	closure	of	
the	mine.	The	company	believes	that	strong,	wealthy	
and	well-managed	community	is	a	reliable	and	stable
partner.	

Does	the	company	hide	the	risks?

Investors visit Amulsar

Tree nursery in one of the communities

We	are	extremely	transparent	on	our	plans	at	Amulsar
and	 have	 already	 invested	 millions	 of	 dollars	 in
programs	 to	 ensure	 	we	 go	 forward	with	 a	 plan	 that
meets	 not	 only	 Armenian	 standard,	 but	 best	
international	 practices.	 Only	 the	 impact	 assessment	
constitutes	 around	 500	 pages	 in	 the	 Amulsar	 ESIA	
available	 on	 Lydian	 Armenia	 website.	 It	 is	 an	
unprecedented	for	Armenia	amount	of	work	that	has	
been	 carried	 out	 by	 the	 company	 to	 identify,	 assess	
and	offer	mitigation,	measures	to	possible	risks.	As	it	
was	already	said	even	a	construction	of	a	building	may	
contain	 risks	 and	 impacts.	 The	 risks	 are	 assessed	
and	 described	 properly	 and	 in	 detail	 in	 the	 ESIA
available	 for	public.	ESIA	also	 includes	description	of
activities	 on	 how	 to	 reduce	 and	mitigate	 these	 risks.
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Is	mining	harmful	for	the	nature	and	people	and	
does	it	inevitably	pollute	everything	around?	
What	is	being	done	to	mitigate	the	impacts?

Which	countries	have	bene�itted	from	mining	
industry	mostly?	

	Are	there	mines	similar	to	Amulsar	worldwide?	
	What	is	the	grade	of	gold	in	the	ore	and	what	will	
	be	the	average	annual	production	at	Amulsar?	

Amulsar	 average	 grade	 is	 0.78	 grams	 per	 ton	
with	 annual	 production	 estimated	 to	 be	 10	 million	
tons	of	ore	per	year.	We	can	mention	 some	mines	 in	
the	world	with	 comparable	parameters.	For	example
at	Cripple	Creek	and	Victor	Mine	in	Colorado,	the	US,
the	grade	is	0.55	g.	p/t	with	production	of	23.5	million
tons	p/y.	Cortez	mine	in	Nevada,	the	US,	grade	is	0.58
g.	p/t	with	roduction	of	23.1	million	tons	p/y.	Kisladag
mine	run	by	a	Canadian	company	in	Turkey	produces
13,	5	million	t/y	with	an	average	grade	of		0.72	g.	p/t.	
Eagle	Gold	project,	Canada	will	produce	10	million	t/y
with	 an	 average	 grade	 of	 0.78	 g	 p/t.	 The	 overall	
average	 grade	 in	 existing	 gold	 deposits	 is	 0.82	 g	 p/t	

What	is	heap	leaching	and	what	is	the	difference
	from	gold	extraction	traditional	method?

In	 a	 gold	 heap-leaching	 process	 (to	 be	 used
in	 Amulsar),	 the	 rock	 containing	 the	 gold	 is	
crushed	and	then	placed	in	a	pile	(the	“heap”)	upon	
a	 specially	 constructed	 impermeable	 pad.	 A	
dilute	 cyanide	 solution	 is	 passed	 through	 the
heap,	 dissolving	 the	 gold.	 The	 solution	 containing
the	 gold	 is	 collected	 at	 the	 base	 of	 the	 heap	
and	 piped	 to	 a	 plant	 where	 the	 gold	 is	 recovered
from	 the	 solution.	 The	 barren	 solution	 is	 then
recirculated	 back	 onto	 the	 heap.	 It	 is	 a	 closed	
circuit	 with	 no	 discharge	 of	 any	 ef�luent.	 When
mining	 ends,	 the	 recycling	 continues	 with	 a
treatment	 process	 to	 neutralize	 the	 minor	
remaining	 cyanide;	 thus	 the	 heap	 (a	 pile	 of	
crushed	 rock)	 that	 remains	 is	 free	 of	 cyanide.	
The	 concentration	 of	 other	 metals	 in	 the	 heap	 is
the	 same	 as	 naturally	 occurred	 in	 the	 ore.	
Then	 the	 heap	 is	 covered	 with	 clay,	 top	 soiled	
a n d 	 c o v e r e d 	 w i t h 	 n a t u r a l 	 v e g e t a t i o n .	
Whereas	 in	 the	 traditional	 method	 the	 rock	
containing	 the	 gold	 is	 crushed	 into	 a	 �ine	 powder,	
the	gold	is	separated	out	with	solution	carrying	away
	the	waste	material.		This	waste	material	–	a	mixture
of	 grinded	 rock	 and	water	 –	 is	 known	 as	 “tailings”
and	 is	 normally	 pumped	 to	 an	 arti�icially	 created	
storage	and	settling	pond.	Thus,	Amulsar	hasn't	got	
any	tailings.

Heap Leach Facility in Cripple Crick and Victor, USA

World mining map

Any	 industry	 from	 machinery	 to	 manufacturing	 to
chemical 	 industry, 	 texti le , 	 pharmaceuticals ,	
construction	 or	 even	 agriculture	 and	 tourism	 may
negatively	impact	the	nature	and	people’s	health	if	 it	
isn’t	managed	properly	or	if	modern	technologies	and
impacts	 mitigation	 activities	 aren’t	 applied.	 In	 this	
term	 mining	 is	 no	 different.	 Properly	 designed	 and
operated	modern	mine	can	be	managed	in	a	way	that	
air,	soil	and	water	are	protected.	Hundreds	of	modern
mines	 in	 Sweden,	 Canada,	 the	 US,	 and	 Australia	 are
being	operated	in	accordance	with	this	principle.	It	is
possible	 to	 operate	 a	 mine	 without	 discharging
polutants	into	the	environment.	This	is	how	Amulsar
is	 designed. 	 Undoubtedly, 	 mining	 has	 large
environmental	footprint	just	like	any	big	scale	project,
such	 as	 urban	 development.	 That	 is	 why	 it	 is
necessary	to	minimize	the	environmental	footprint	as
much	 as	 possible	 and	 implement	 appropriate
activities	 to	 reduce	 impacts	 to	 minimum.	 Just	 one
example	 of	 mitigation	 measures	 is	 Geoteam
activities	 for	the	protection	of	a	Red	Book	plant.	The	
plant	 was	 discovered	 on	 Amulsar	 then	 moved	 to	 a	
special	 greenhouse	 in	 Sevan.	After	mine	 closure	 and
rehabilitation	 the	 plant	will	 be	 returned	 to	 Amulsar.
Similar	 activit ies	 on	 impact 	 mitigation	 are

		

Among	the	top	10	mining	countries	are	Australia,	the	
US,	 Canada,	 China,	 Russia	 and	 a	 number	 of	 South
American	 and	 African	 countries.	 Australia’s	 mining	
industry	 has	 secured	 constant	 economic	 growth	 for
more	than	30	years.	Canada’s	mining	sector	employs	
several	hundred	thousands	people	and	the	volume	of	
mining	 in	 Canadian	 economy	 is	 still	 growing.	
Botswana,	 a	 country	 in	 Southern	Africa,	 saw	 a	 huge
increase	 in	 mining	 since	 the	 early	 90s.	 Today
mining	 provides	 50%	 of	 Botswana	 government
revenues	 and	 GDP	 per	 capita	 is	 $7000,	 twice	 more	
than	 in	 Armenia.	 Transparent,	 sustainable	 and
responsible	mining	can	provide	tangible	bene�its	for	a

	

country.
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implemented	in	all	applicable	directions.



Does	 cyanide	 have	 a	 long-lasting	 impact?	
Where	else	is	it	used	and	how	is	it	managed?

Cyanide	does	not	have	a	long-lasting	impact	because
of	 its	molecular	 structure	quickly	breaks	down	 into	
other	harmless	compounds	when	it	is	exposed	to	air	
and	sunlight.	1.1	million	tons	of	cyanide	is	produced	
annually	worldwide	and	only	6%	of	it	 is	used	in	the	
mining	industry.	The	remaining	94%	is	used	in	other
industries	 (production	 of	 plastics,	 cosmetics,	
pharmaceuticals,	 food	processing,	 insecticides,	 etc.).
A	cyanide	management	plan	for	the	Amulsar	Project	
is	 being	 developed	 in	 line	 with	 the	 International	
Cyanide	 Management	 Code.	 	 Lydian	 is	 a	 signatory	
to	this	Code.	A	very	dilute	cyanide	solution	(0.05%)
is	 the	medium	 by	which	 the	 gold	 is	 extracted	 from	
the	crushed	rock.	Once	mixed	with	water,	the	cyanide
enters	a	closed	system,	with	pH	(acidity)	controlled	
by	 addition	 of	 lime	 to	 prevent	 the	 formation	 of	
hydrogen	 cyanide	 gas.	 Leak	 detection	 equipment	
and	 gaseous	 cyanide	detectors	will	 be	 in	place,	 and	
routine	 monitoring	 of	 air	 and	 groundwater	 quality
will	be	undertaken	around	the	heap	leach	facility	to
con�irm	 that	 cyanide	 is	 not	 being	 leaked	 to	 the	
environment.	 	 Any	 loss	 of	 cyanide	 solution	 from
the	 heap	 leach	 pad	 would	 also	 be	 a	 loss	 of	 gold.	
Thus	 any	 modern	 mine,	 including	 Amulsar,	 is	
designed	 in	 a	 way	 to	 prevent	 any	 discharge	 of	
cyanide	 to	 the	 natural	 environment	 to	 prevent	
environmental	 and	 economic	 loss.	 The	 technology
is	 tested	 for	 several	 dozen	 years	 in	 mines	 in	
countries	like	the	US,	Australia,	Chile,	Canada,	etc.

Is	there	any	uranium	or	risk	of	radiation	at	
the	site?

Amulsar	 will	 be	 a	 gold	 mine	 and	 there	 are	 no	
signi�icant	traces	of	uranium	present	in	the	ore	body.
Scienti�ic	 studies,	 conducted	 with	 Armenian	 and	
international	experts,	have	conclusively	 shown	 that
background	 radiation	 levels	 at	 the	 site	 are	 well	
within	safe	limits	and	in	fact	lower	that	in	Yerevan.

What	is	Acid	Rock	Drainage	and	will	it	be	
generated	in	Amulsar?

Acid	rock	drainage	is	the	acidic	water	that	is	created
when	 sulphide	 minerals	 are	 exposed	 to	 air	 and
water	 and	 through	 a	 natural	 chemical	 reaction
produce	acid	environment.	This	can	occur	naturally
and	 through	 mining	 activities.	 Although	 Amulsar
ore	 does	 not	 contain	 sulphide	 minerals,	 some
of	 the	 barren	 rock	 at	 Amulsar	 contains	 small	
amounts	 of	 sulphur	 in	 the	 mineral	 pyrite	 that	
occurs	naturally	 in	 the	rock.	This	has	 the	potential
to	 form	 acid	 rock	 drainage	 when	 exposed.	 To	
mitigate	 this,	 the	 Barren	 Rock	 Storage	 Facility

(BRSF)	 is	 designed	 in	 a	 way	 that	 potentially	
acid-generating	 material	 is	 encapsulated	 by	
non-acid-generating	 material,	 thus	 minimising	
the	 production	 of	 ARD	 in	 the	 �irst	 place.	 All	water
that	 comes	 into	 contact	 with	 the	 barren	 rock	 will
be	 captured	 by	 a	 drain	 and	 pond	 and	 pumped	 to	
the	 other	 side	 of	 the	 mountain	 to	 be	 used	 as	
process	water.	 Some	 amount	 of	non-process	 water	

will	 be	 discharged	 starting	 from	 the	 5th	 year	 of	
production.	 Before	 the	 omission	 water	 will	 be	
undergoing	a	passive	treatment	process	to	mitigate
any	 residual	 effects.	 The	 process	 will	 continue	
after	mine	closure	too.

Is	the	mine	infrastructure	tested	for	seismicity?

Adequate	 seismic	 calculations	 are	 included	 in	 the	
mine	design.	That	is	the	case	when	building	modern
mines	 in	 countries	 like	Chile	and	Peru	where	 large
earthquakes	 are	 relatively	 common.	 The	 facilities
at	 the	 mine,	 including	 the	 barren	 rock	 storage	
facility,	 heap	 leach	 pad,	 collection	 ponds,	 and	
process	 plants,	 will	 be	 constructed	 to	 provide
protection	 from	 earthquakes	 in	 accordance	 with
international	 standards	 of	 care.	 The	 closest	 fault	
to	the	Amulsar	Mountain	is	the	Pambak-Sevan-Sunik
fault,	 located	 approximately	 10	 km	 north	 of	 the	
Amulsar	 gold	 project.	 This	 fault	 has	 not	 generated
a	 signi�icant	 earthquake	 in	 approximately	 the	 last	
10,000	years.	A	risk	break	analysis,	considering	the
unlikely	 case	 of	 a	 seismic	 event,	 was	 included	 in
the	 technical	 studies	 completed	 as	 part	 of	 our	
preparations	for	permitting.	

Heap Leach Facility in Santa Elena gold and silver mine in Mexico

Amulsar landscape
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Are	collapses	as	a	result	of	blasting	possible	and
ill	the	sound	from	the	blasts	be	heard	in	the	
communities?

Will	the	dust	reach	the	communities?

For	the	calculation	of	the	impact	of	the	dust	data	from
Armenian	Hydrometeorology	 Centre	 from	 the	 last	 9	
years	was	used.	Typically	the	bulk	of	the	dust	resides	
within	 a	 100	 radius	 around	 the	 place	 of	 the	 blast.	
With	 the	 possibility	 of	 wind	 smaller	 particles	 may	
travel	 as	 far	 as	1km.	Consistent	 research	has	 shown	
that	 the	 possibility	 of	 even	 the	 smallest	 particles	 of	
the	 dust	 reaching	 any	 of	 the	 nearby	 communities	 is	
extremely	low.	

Sevan Lake

Will	Lake	Sevan	be	affected?

No,	it	will	not.	We	would	divide	this	question	into	
two	parts.
1.	From	the	legal	perspective:		the	locations	of	the	ore
processing	 facilities	 are	 outside	 the	 Lake	 Sevan	
immediate	impact	zone	which,	as	de�ined	in	the	Law
on	 Lake	 Sevan	 and	 respective	 government	 decrees,	
extends	to	a	buffer	zone	(3	km)		around	the	existing	
water	 tunnels	 (respectively	 Spandaryan-Kechut	 and	
Kechut-Sevan).	The	company	redesigned	 the	project
in	accordance	with	the	law	amendments.		
2.	 From	 the	 environmental	 perspective:	 the	 heap	
leach	facility	and	runoff	from	the	barren	rock	storage
facility	 and	 the	 pits	 will	 be	 designed,	 built	 and	
managed	to	ensure	that	no	contaminants	are	leaked
into	 the	 wider	 natural	 environment.	 Thus	 not	 only	
Sevan,	 but	 all	 surrounding	 natural	 receptors	 -	 soil,	
water	and	air,	will	be	strictly	protected.	We	will	work
with	 local	 community	 representatives	 and	NGOs	 to	
monitor	water,	air	and	soil	to	demonstrate	that	there
is	no	contamination.

Will	the	town	of	Jermuk	or	the	springs	be	
environmentally	affected?

Amulsar	 is	 a	 separate	 geological	 block	 structure.	 It	
has	 a	 water	 system	 which	 is	 independent	 from	
Jermuk.	The	project	has	been	designed	and	tests	have
been	 done	 to	 ensure	 that	 water	 sources,	 including
the	 Jermuk	 springs	 will	 not	 be	 affected.	 Jermuk	 is	
about	 10	 km	 away	 from	 the	 pits.	 Additionally,	 a
comprehensive	isotope	study	was	completed	in	2013
demonstrating	 that	 the	 spring	 water	 comes	 from	 a	
different	 aquifer	 system	 from	 that	 with	 which	 the	
Amulsar	project	will	 interact.	Studies	carried	out	by	
local	 and	 international	 experts	 show	 that	 due	 to	
signi�icant	 distance	 from	 the	 mine	 site	 noise,	
vibration	and	dust	generated	by	 the	Project	will	not	
affect	 the	 town.	 Some	 portions	 of	 the	 mining	
operations	 will	 be	 visible	 from	 Jermuk.	 Extensive	
studies	 were	 done	 to	 identify	 mitigation	 measures	
to	keep	this	to	a	minimum.		

 Jermuk

Mining	 activities	worldwide	 often	 take	 place	 next	 to	
small	towns	and	big	cities.	The	blasts	are	not	powerful
enough	 to	 cause	 any	 damage,	 or	 to	 generate	
unmanageable	 dust	 or	 noise.	 If	 this	 was	 the	 case,	
mining	would	be	possible	only	in	remote	areas,	while
there	are	mines	right	next	to	towns	in	many	countries.
Blasting	 will	 be	 properly	 managed	 at	 Amulsar.	
Blasting	 in	 the	 open	 pits	will	 take	 place	 3-6	 times	 a	
week.	 The	noise	 of	 the	 blast	 lasts	 for	 a	 few	 seconds.	
The	sound	will	be	heard	within	the	range	of	a	few	km
and	it	is	calculated	to	be	less	than	35	db.	The	pits	are	
located	more	 than	5	 km	 from	any	 settlement,	 so	 the
likelihood	 of	 experiencing	 signi�icant	 noise	 or
vibration	is	not	high.
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Cripple Creek town near CC & V mine, USA

Can	mining	and	tourism	co-exist?

There	 are	 plenty	 of	 examples	 of	 major	 tourism	
destinations	having	prosperous	mining	 industries.	
A very large gold mine	is	in	Colorado,	the	US,	close	
to	Colorado	Springs,	a	resort	town	that	is	ranked	as	
one	of	the	best	cities	in	the	US	in	various	rankings.	
The mine itself is adjacent to the to the town of 
Cripple Creek, which is part of the Colorado Springs 
tourism hub and attracts many tourists because of its 
mining history and casinos. Mining	 has	 a	
considerable	 presence	 in	 the	 economy	 of	 Spain
that	 is	 one	 of	 the	 world's	 favourite	 touristic	
destinations.	 One	 of	 Europe's	 favourite	 tourism	
sites	–	the	island	of	Sardinia	is	also	a	mining	region.	
The	examples	are	many.

What	are	the	issues	with	reference	to	biodiversity?

As	 a	 result	 of	 over	 seven	 years	 of	 baseline	 studies	
and	 detailed	 research,	 in	 collaboration	 with	
renowned	 Armenian	 and	 international	 institutions	
and	 experts , 	 a 	 comprehensive	 Biodiversity	
Management	 Plan	 was	 produced.	 The	 overall	
aim	 of	 the	 plan	 is	 to	 ensure	 that	 the	 mine	 results
in	no	net	loss	of	biodiversity.	This	means	that	project
related	 impacts	 on	 biodiversity	 are	 balanced	 by	
measures	 taken	 to	 avoid	 and	minimize	 the	 project's
impacts,	to	undertake	onsite	restoration	and	�inally	to
offset	signi�icant	 residual	 impacts,	 if	any.	 	To	help	 to	
achieve	 this , 	 Lydian	 has	 committed	 to	 the	
establishment	 of	 a	 biodiversity	 offset,	 which	 is	 a	
conservation	 programme	 to	 be	 implemented	 at	 a	
location	near	Amulsar	and	which	will	compensate	for
non-mitigatable	 impacts	 on	 biodiversity	 due	 to	 the	
mine.	For	Armenian	“Red	Book”	species	we	are	taking
additional	 measures:	 these	 include	 a	 detailed	
research	 programme	 into	 how	 to	move	 endangered	
Potentilla	 porphyrantha	 plants	 from	 the	 mountain,	
cultivate	 them,	 and	 return	 them	 to	 the	 mountain	
post-mining,	and	an	extensive	baseline	study	looking	
at	 the	 presence	 of	 Brown	 bear,	 Ursus	 arctos,	
in	 the	 wider	 region.	 Just	 for	 preservation	 of	 one
	species	of	plant	around	500,000	USD	is	allocated.

Can	mining	and	agriculture	co-exist?

Some	of	the	world's	leading	countries	in	agriculture
are	 also	 the	 world's	 leading	 countries	 in	 mining,	
namely	 the	 US,	 Canada,	 Australia	 and	 Argentina.	
Agriculture	has	an	equal	share	in	the	Australian	GDP
with	 mining	 that	 is	 around	 10%	 of	 each.	 A	 major	
mining	 country	 like	 Argentina	 has	 10%	 share	 of	
agriculture	 in	 the	 GDP.	 Even	 a	 country	 like	 New	
Zealand	 famous	 for	 its	 sheep	 farming	has	a	mining	
industry.

What	about	health	and	safety	of	affected	
community	residents?

The	mine	 design	 and	management	 activities	 imply	
that	 no	 potential	 hazards	 from	 the	mine	 operation	
will	 anyhow	 impact	 the	 communities,	 the	 land,	
livestock	 or	 the	 crops.	 The	 project	 ESIA	 includes	
full	 consideration	 of	 community	 health	 and	 safety,	
including	 project-induced	 risks	 related	 to	
communicable	 diseases,	 vector-related	 diseases,	
food	 and	 nutrition-related	 issues,	 accidents	 and	
injuries,	 health	 services	 infrastructure,	 etc.	
A	comprehensive	Community	Health	and	Safety	Plan
has	been	produced	as	part	of	 the	ESIA;	 this	details	
the	mitigation	and	management	measures	 that	will	
be	 implemented	 to	 safeguard	 public	 welfare.
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What	will	be	after	the	mining	is	over?

Mine	closure	is	an	integral	part	of	the	overall	project.
The	 open	 pits	 will	 be	 partially	 back�illed,	 properly	
reclaimed	and	pit	walls	will	be	stabilised.	The	Heap	
Leach	Facility	will	be	covered	with	rocks	and	topsoil	
for	 rehabilitation	 and	 revegetation.	 The	 same	 will	
happen	 for	 the	 waste	 rock	 dump.	 All	 unnecessary	
infrastructure	and	buildings	will	be	dismantled	and	
removed	 if	 not	 wanted	 by	 the	 community,	 and	 the	
land	 fully	 reclaimed.	 	 A	Mine	 Closure	 Plan	 is	 being	
prepared	 using	 the	 best	 available	 rehabilitation	
techniques	 as	 stated	 in	 international	 industry	 best	
practice.	
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What	archaeological	fossils/artefacts	have	been	
found	at	Amulsar?

The	 company	 has	 commissioned	 	 and	 �inanced	
archaeological	 surveys	 to	 local	 and	 international	
experts	 since	 2011.	 These	 surveys	 have	 identi�ied	
several	 dozen	 potential	 archaeological	 sites	 that	 are	
likely	 to	 be	 impacted	 by	 Project	 development.	 Sites	
of	 potential	 archaeological	 interest	 identi�ied	 at	
Amulsar	 include	 possible	 tombs,	 graves,	 cemeteries,	
and	structural	ruins.	A	Cultural	Heritage	Management
Plan	 has	 been	 produced	 to	 guide	 activities	 related	
to	 archaeology.	 The	 plan	 includes	 	 a	 commitment
that	any	potential	cultural	heritage	within	the	project
footprint	will	be	investigated	further	and,	if	necessary,
subjected	to	archaeological	excavation	prior	to	it	being
disturbed	by	the	project.	The	company	has	committed
	 to	 cover	 the	 expenses	 of	 the	 excavation	 and	
preservation	activities.
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